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Businesses have stocked up on a range of Valentine’s Day merchandise keeping in mind that
people are increasingly conscious about their spending habits.

Image 1 of 2 1 2

Image Credit: Megan Hirons Mahon/Gulf News

Difficult economic times have taken a huge bite out of consumers' budgets, so
spending on lavish gift items, romantic trips and hotel dinners is out of the
question for some people.

Robyn Nugent, an expat from South Africa, spent quite a lot on Valentine's Day
in the past. This time around, she and her husband will stay indoors as they try
to avoid unnecessary spending.

"We will definitely cut down on our expenses this year. No gifts, just a nice
romantic dinner at home, otherwise, it just gets out of hand. We did use to go
out for an expensive meal, with wine, which sometimes could go up to Dh1,000.
I think staying in and cooking a nice meal is much more romantic, private and
easier on the wallet," she adds.

While cash may be hard to come by, Nadeem Haji from Pakistan makes sure he
has a few dirhams to spare, to warm his wife's heart. "I've already ordered a ring
for my wife. It's a 22k gold ring. I've set my budget to around Dh1,000. I
normally spend the same amount every year on Valentine's. Also, we have
planned to have a dinner outside," he says.

Another expat, Latha Ganes, has been on the lookout for presents and has her
eyes on luxury perfumes and watches. "I sincerely feel that I should get a good
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branded perfume and watch for my husband. He is brand-conscious and a big-
time lover of great smell," she says.

If you think high-end brands are bad for the wallet, Ganes is confident the
household budget is safe this year. "We have never overspent on Valentine's.
We usually just exchange gifts and dine out most of the time. We have taken a
resolution not to spend much this year, but with the Dubai Shopping Festival in
the background, gifts are made affordable," she says.

The big day is just days away and if you haven't planned something special yet,
there's no need to panic. There are plenty of last-minute ideas for those who are
caught in a bind, and they don't necessarily have to break the bank.

Flowers are in high demand, so most people shell out more for a few stems. A
dozen roses can easily set you back by over Dh650 at most florists and, even if
you have spare money lying around chances are that, by now, florists are
completely booked for deliveries, notes Amy Parker of Kentessa, an online gift
retailer.

Flowers

Try buying flowers online instead. Check out retail sites such as
Theflowershop.ae, which has a wide selection of stunning blooms at affordable
rates compared to retail shops.

But what can you do if you're really strapped for cash? Use your artistic talent.
"How about picking up a vase from Home Centre or your local mall, and picking
up the flowers yourself from a stall in the mall or Carrefour. Arrange the roses in
the vase and voila. You'll be able to save a bundle," Parker suggests.

If you do have a few bucks to spare, make a dash for a nearby florist shop, let
them make you a nice arrangement then deliver the flowers yourself. "You'll
have to fight for queues but at least there will be no compromise in
presentation," Parker says.

Florists, however, advise it's best to avoid groceries, shops in malls or other
middlemen. You can save lots if you go straight to a flower shop that deals with
bulk orders.

Pradeep Kumar, sales manager at Jenny Flowers, says you can opt to buy roses
per piece and do away with elaborate arrangements and door-to-door delivery.
"Just go to the shop yourself and pick the flowers. Instead of spending Dh150 to
Dh200 on a bouquet, grab a few stems, say 10 pieces. That will cost you only
Dh50. That's a lot of savings," Kumar tells Gulf News.

Chocolates

Another all-time Valentine favourite among the romantics at heart are
chocolates. They're easy to find, but can be a little hard on the wallet. A heart-
shaped box with a red bow on top sounds like a great, last-minute present, yet it
can easily cost you Dh150 to Dh500. Sounds a bit too much? Visit your favourite
chocolatier and see how you can take home a sweet deal. Alena Soblirova,
assistant manager at Patchi boutique in Dubai Mall, says a good way to buy
chocolates is by the kilo and pack them the way you want.

A kilo of Patchi Valentine chocolate hearts can cost Dh170. "If you bring a red
tray or any item related to Valentine's, we can fill it with different types of
chocolates. It will be cheaper because you're paying only for the chocolates,"
she says.

Patchi also has a wide collection of red and silver wrapped chocolate
arrangements with prices ranging from Dh385 to Dh405.

Jewellery

If you feel like buying a ring for your loved one or a dazzling necklace, there's
still time to hunt for a bargain. Namita Thakkar likes buying and collecting gold
jewellery. She suggests that you head to Gold Souk in Deira. "That is where you
can bargain easily. Whereas in the malls, the overheads are high so retailers
charge extra. When you bargain, negotiate on the making charges," she says.

As long as you have the budget, there's no harm in visiting the jewellery shops
in malls, either. Parker says there are heart pendants for under Dh500.

However, if your wallet won't allow a gold purchase, try silver. "Nowadays, you
get some lovely designs in silver jewellery as well, and they're cheaper than
gold," she says.

For those looking to give gifts to their friends or family members, buying
accessories is a good idea. Think beads, bangles, dangling earrings. Don't be



gulfnews : Save the best for your love

http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637[2/12/2011 1:11:37 PM]

ashamed if they are not made of pure gold or encrusted with pricey diamonds,
it's the thought that matters.

"Anyone will love accessories," says Sharon Pereira from India. A collector of
accessories, Pereira says shops like Forever 21 and Aldo are on top of her list.
"There you can find items for Dh19 to Dh20 or from Dh30 to Dh40 apiece.
Lifestyle shops also have a good, affordable selection," she adds.

For those finding it difficult to choose the perfect gift, play it safe by purchasing a
gift card. Visa and Majid Al Futtaim Finance are offering gift cards that cost
between Dh100 and Dh3,500.

"A gift card enables your loved one to choose exactly what they want, when
they want and anywhere in the world and even online. There are no credit
checks at purchase, no age limit for the person being gifted the card and the
credit limits are flexible, says Rasool Hujair, CEO of Majid Al Futtaim Finance.
Whatever it is that you're looking for, be it a Valentine gift or a memorable
experience, try visiting new websites in the UAE that promise to help you
celebrate at a great price.

Website options

At GoNabit, UAE residents can choose from a host of "loved-up deals" at
seriously discounted prices. Recently bagged deals include a trip to Oman
(complete with meals, cruise and a tour, for 63 per cent off the normal price)
and a dozen roses for Dh149.

Another site worth visiting is LowCostDubai.com. It's co-founder and director,
Ainsley Duncombe, says Valentine hunters can find deals like one-night stay at
a hotel for a little over Dh200 per couple or a buffet dinner cruise, valued at only
Dh185 per person.

You can also let your creativity do the work.

"How about giving her [or him] a blank card? When she opens it, tell your
significant other that you searched all the malls and all the hallmarks and did not
find anything that expresses your love for her. Present a bonsai tree and say
that you would like to nurture it together as a symbol of each other's
commitment. Bonsai trees can be found at reasonable prices at Ikea," Parker
suggests.

For the techno savvy, burn a CD or fill his or her Apple iPod with a collection of
romantic love songs— those that remind you both of your best memories
together. Have it nicely gift wrapped and you're done.

Vanessa Northway, head of the School of Textiles and Design at Heriot-Watt
University, Dubai Campus, says you can simply drop by a bookstore and grab a
small-scale canvas with mini easel which you can paint on. It could be a sweet
gift for a loved one.

Check out Global Village

Or you can go to Global Village and check out the Africa pavilion. There you will
find heart-shaped glass stones of varying sizes which they will engrave for you
with your loved ones' name or message — for only Dh30.

Another personal gift that will certainly be looked at and enjoyed is a mini-sized
journal full of photos and memorabilia that you and your loved one share. You
can also give the love of your life a diary with a message for every day of the
year.

Print this page Email a friend

Contact the editor Comments (0)

Bookmark

Tools

Facebook Twitter del.icio.us

Yahoo! StumbleUpon Newsvine

Share this article

Rate this article Average reader
rating

(2 votes)

http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/contact-us
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/contact-us
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://twitter.com/home?status=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://twitter.com/home?status=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637


gulfnews : Save the best for your love

http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637[2/12/2011 1:11:37 PM]

Google Reddit

UAE
Bahrain
Kuwait
Qatar
Oman
Saudi Arabia
World

News
Property
Aviation
Technology
Oil & Gas
Investment
Opinion
Your Money

Business
Cricket
Football
Horse Racing
Motorsport
Golf
Tennis
Sailing

Sport
Film & Cinema
Music
Celebrity
Gaming
Internet
Books
Television

Entertainment
Food
People
Motoring
Travel
Gadgets & Tech
Beauty & Fashion
Home & Interiors

Life
Resident Guide
Tourist Guide
Ask The Law
Events Calendar
Weather
Dining out

Guides
Columnists
Editorials
Letters
Speak Your Mind
Your say
Reader's Club

Opinions

News
Business
Sport

Video
Upload a picture
Your pictures
News

Pictures
Maps
Quizzes
Audio

Multimedia
Dubai Desert Classic
Turmoil in Egypt
Valentine's Day

In Focus
Jobs
Wheels
Properties

GNAds4U
GN Rewards
Good Living
Competitions

Promotions

Gulfnews.com | Quick links

Publications: gulfnews Go Jump to: Advertising Guide Go Search

View all comments (0 comments) | Post a comment

Readers Comments

Spend time instead of money
Little surprises can work just as well

Fewer reasons to celebrate for some
Valentine's Day is a big event in the UAE, considering the high number of
Western expatriates, as well as Arab residents emulating Western habits

RELATED ARTICLES

Fewer reasons to celebrate for some

Spend time instead of money

Five ways your car will go easy on the wallet

You may be damaging your career

MORE FROM YOUR MONEY

All articles in Your Money

Bike Week gets hearts
thumping

You've been offered a job:
Good, but ...

Offshore bank account: issues
and tips

MORE FROM BUSINESS

http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637

http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/uae
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/bahrain
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/kuwait
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/qatar
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/oman
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/saudi-arabia
http://gulfnews.com/news/world
http://gulfnews.com/news
http://gulfnews.com/business/property
http://gulfnews.com/business/aviation
http://gulfnews.com/business/technology
http://gulfnews.com/business/oil-gas
http://gulfnews.com/business/investment
http://gulfnews.com/business/opinion
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money
http://gulfnews.com/business
http://gulfnews.com/sport/cricket
http://gulfnews.com/sport/football
http://gulfnews.com/sport/horse-racing
http://gulfnews.com/sport/motorsport
http://gulfnews.com/sport/golf
http://gulfnews.com/sport/tennis
http://gulfnews.com/sport/sailing
http://gulfnews.com/sport
http://gulfnews.com/arts-entertainment/film
http://gulfnews.com/arts-entertainment/music
http://gulfnews.com/arts-entertainment/celebrity
http://gulfnews.com/arts-entertainment/gaming
http://gulfnews.com/arts-entertainment/internet
http://gulfnews.com/arts-entertainment/books
http://gulfnews.com/arts-entertainment/television
http://gulfnews.com/arts-entertainment
http://gulfnews.com/life-style/food
http://gulfnews.com/life-style/people
http://gulfnews.com/life-style/motoring
http://gulfnews.com/life-style/travel
http://gulfnews.com/life-style/gadgets-technology
http://gulfnews.com/life-style/beauty-fashion
http://gulfnews.com/life-style/home-interiors
http://gulfnews.com/life-style
http://gulfnews.com/uaessentials/residents-guide
http://gulfnews.com/uaessentials/tourist-guide
http://gulfnews.com/uaessentials/ask-the-law
http://gulfnews.com/uaessentials/events-calendar
http://gulfnews.com/uaessentials/weather
http://gulfnews.com/uaessentials/dining-out
http://gulfnews.com/uaessentials
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/columnists
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/editorials
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/letters
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/speakyourmind
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/your-say
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/readers-club
http://gulfnews.com/opinions
http://gulfnews.com/gntv/news
http://gulfnews.com/gntv/business
http://gulfnews.com/gntv/sport
http://gulfnews.com/gntv
http://gulfnews.com/pictures/upload-picture
http://gulfnews.com/pictures/viewer
http://gulfnews.com/pictures/news
http://gulfnews.com/pictures
http://gulfnews.com/multimedia/maps
http://gulfnews.com/multimedia/quizzes
http://gulfnews.com/multimedia/audio
http://gulfnews.com/multimedia
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/dubai-desert-classic
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/egyptturmoil
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/valentine
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus
http://www.gnads4u.com/jobs
http://www.gnads4u.com/wheels
http://www.gnads4u.com/properties
http://www.gnads4u.com/
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/promotions/gn-rewards
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/promotions/good-living
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/promotions/competitions
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/promotions
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/spend-time-instead-of-money-1.760904
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/spend-time-instead-of-money-1.760904
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/fewer-reasons-to-celebrate-for-some-1.760906
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/fewer-reasons-to-celebrate-for-some-1.760906
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/fewer-reasons-to-celebrate-for-some-1.760906
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/spend-time-instead-of-money-1.760904
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/five-ways-your-car-will-go-easy-on-the-wallet-1.760645
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/you-may-be-damaging-your-career-1.760648
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money
http://gulfnews.com/business/automotives/bike-week-gets-hearts-thumping-1.760656
http://gulfnews.com/business/automotives/bike-week-gets-hearts-thumping-1.760656
http://gulfnews.com/business/automotives/bike-week-gets-hearts-thumping-1.760656
http://gulfnews.com/business/opinion/you-ve-been-offered-a-job-good-but-1.760647
http://gulfnews.com/business/opinion/you-ve-been-offered-a-job-good-but-1.760647
http://gulfnews.com/business/opinion/you-ve-been-offered-a-job-good-but-1.760647
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/offshore-bank-account-issues-and-tips-1.760644
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/offshore-bank-account-issues-and-tips-1.760644
http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/offshore-bank-account-issues-and-tips-1.760644
http://gulfnews.com/


gulfnews : Save the best for your love

http://gulfnews.com/business/your-money/save-the-best-for-your-love-1.760637[2/12/2011 1:11:37 PM]

Travel
Motoring
Life & Style
Arts & Entertainment

Travel
Business
Life & Style
Arts & Entertainment

Interactive graphics
Desktop photos

ICC Cricket World Cup
2011
Dubai Shopping Festival
2011
The Awards Season
Cut the Fat
Dubai Metro

Classifieds
Place an ad
FAQs

Other Al Nisr publications
4men  | Aquarius  | Campus Notes  | e+  | Friday  | Quarterly Financial Review  | InsideOut  | Property  | tabloid!  | tabloid! on Saturday  | Weekend Review  | Wheels  | XPRESS  | 

Subscribe now for home delivery of the GulfNews print edition and our magazines

The History of Gulf News
How to find Gulf News
Print Subscriptions
Help & FAQs
Contact us

About Gulf News
Al Nisr Portfolio
Company News
Careers at Gulf News

Corporate Information
Code of Ethics
Gulf News Ethics Policy
Gulf News Reader's Policy
Privacy policy

Policies Advertising Guide

© Al Nisr Publishing LLC 2011. All rights reserved.  | Contact us  | Register  | Terms & Conditions  | Privacy policy

http://gulfnews.com/gntv/travel
http://gulfnews.com/gntv/motoring
http://gulfnews.com/gntv/lifestyle
http://gulfnews.com/gntv/arts
http://gulfnews.com/pictures/travel
http://gulfnews.com/pictures/business
http://gulfnews.com/pictures/life-style
http://gulfnews.com/pictures/arts-entertainment
http://gulfnews.com/multimedia/graphics
http://gulfnews.com/multimedia/desktop-photo
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/worldcup2011
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/worldcup2011
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/dsf2011
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/dsf2011
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/awardsseason
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/cutthefat
http://gulfnews.com/in-focus/dubai-metro
http://www.gnads4u.com/classifieds
http://www.gnads4u.com/selfservice/step1.html
http://www.gnads4u.com/staticpages.html?_a=faq
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/4men
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/aquarius
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/notes
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/e
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/friday
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/gnqfr
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/inside-out
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/property
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/tabloid
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/tabloid-on-saturday
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/weekend-review
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/wheels
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio/xpress
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/subscriptions
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/help/the-history-of-gulf-news-1.446035
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/how-to-find-gulf-news-1.504859
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/subscriptions
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/help
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/contact-us
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/al-nisr-portfolio
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/company-news
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/careers-at-gulf-news-1.614542
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/corporate-information
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/help/code-of-ethics-1.446056
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/help/gulf-news-ethics-policy-1.446052
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/help/gulf-news-reader-s-policy-1.446061
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/privacy-policy
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/policies
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/advertising-information

http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/contact-us
http://gulfnews.com/register
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/terms-conditions
http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/privacy-policy

	gulfnews.com
	gulfnews : Save the best for your love


	9yLXlvdXItbG92ZS0xLjc2MDYzNwA=: 
	jump1: 
	publications: [#]
	Go: 


	9yLXlvdXItbG92ZS0xLjc2MDYzNwA=: 
	jump2: 
	jumpTo: [#]
	Go: 


	9yLXlvdXItbG92ZS0xLjc2MDYzNwA=: 
	form13: 
	freeText: Search Gulf News
	search: 


	9yLXlvdXItbG92ZS0xLjc2MDYzNwA=: 
	footer_jump1: 
	publications: [http://gulfnews.com/]
	Go: 


	9yLXlvdXItbG92ZS0xLjc2MDYzNwA=: 
	footer_jump2: 
	jumpTo: [http://gulfnews.com/about-gulf-news/advertising-information]
	Go: 


	9yLXlvdXItbG92ZS0xLjc2MDYzNwA=: 
	form7: 
	freeTextQuery: Search Gulf News
	search: 




